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as the recipient of a donated instrument. To
ensure his program was a success, Quinn re-
cruited a group of volunteers, arranged and
advertised an instrument drive, and coordi-
nated necessary repair assistance with a local
music store. There is no doubt Quinn’s self-
less efforts brought immeasurable joy and
lasting benefits to the young people who ben-
efited from An Instrument in Every Hand.

Mr. Speaker, it is with great pride that | rec-
ognize and applaud Mr. Wilson for his sincere
dedication to positively impacting the lives of
others in his community. Quinn’s commitment
to a cause greater than himself is a testament
to the high-quality character and unwavering
work ethic instilled in lowans both young and
old. Our future is bright with young people like
Quinn, and it is an honor to represent him and
his family in the United States Congress. | in-
vite my colleagues in the House to join me in
congratulating Quinn, thanking his supportive
family, and thanking all of those involved in
this wonderful project for their life-changing ef-
forts.

———————

IN TRIBUTE TO THE HON. ELAINE
O’BRIEN

HON. JOE COURTNEY

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 26, 2014

Mr. COURTNEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise with
great solemnity to share with you the recent
death of the Honorable Elaine O’Brien. Elaine
O’Brien was a respected lawmaker and long-
term resident of Suffield, Connecticut, where
she served for the last 20 years as a commu-
nity volunteer and a member of local govern-
ment.

Originally from Medford, Massachusetts,
Elaine’s focus and tenacity saw her become
the youngest female graduate from the Bev-
erly Airport flight school in 1972 before going
on to be a pilot and instructor.

Moving with her family of three sons to
Suffield, Connecticut, Elaine became an active
part of the town in posts including President of
the Parent Teacher Association; a 13-year
elected member of the School Committee; and
President of the Suffield Rotary Club. Recog-
nized as a respected advocate for local
issues, Elaine was elected to the Planning and
Zoning Commission in 1991 followed by the
Board of Education in 1993. Serving for 12
years on the Board of Education, Elaine led
infrastructure projects as chairman of the Fa-
cilites and Transportation Committee and
played an important role in school program
development as representative to the Capitol
Region Education Council.

Widely supported by her local constituents
in Suffield, East Granby, and Windsor, Elaine
was elected to the Connecticut General As-
sembly in 2010 as the Representative for the
61st District. Elaine served on the House Ap-
propriations, Commerce, and Transportation
Committees. Garnering bipartisan support to
form a manufacturing caucus in the Com-
merce Committee, Elaine has been credited
by her colleagues for her promotion of job
growth in Connecticut manufacturing. Working
tirelessly to improve local infrastructure, Elaine
won key grants for projects such as the exten-
sion of utilities near Bradley International Air-
port in Suffield, and the construction of an

education and conference center for the New
England Air Museum.

Re-elected to the District in 2012, Elaine
continued as on as a passionate legislator for
issues including worker safety, health care
and gun control despite her diagnosis of can-
cer. Elaine also remained on as Suffield Town
Clerk, a position she had held since 1998.

On February 21, 2014, Elaine lost her cou-
rageous battle with brain cancer at the age of
58, and will be sorely missed by her family
and Connecticut community. Elaine is suc-
ceeded by her husband, three sons, and
seven stepchildren.

Mr. Speaker, | ask all my colleagues to join
me in honoring the life and extraordinary serv-
ice of Elaine O’Brien, and offering our condo-
lences to the family and friends she leaves be-
hind.

RECOGNIZING CHRIS TOMKY
HON. CORY GARDNER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 26, 2014

Mr. GARDNER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Chris Tomky, a farmer from Crowley
County, Colorado who recently received the
East Otero Conservation District 2013 Con-
servationist of the Year.

Chris comes from a long line of outstanding
farmers. His grandfather, father and other fam-
ily members are accomplished farmers. He
grew up with farming in his blood, helping his
family in any way he possibly could from a
very young age.

Today, he is focused on producing success-
ful yields while utilizing good farming practices
that promote conservation. His efforts have
ensured his operation will be as efficient and
sustainable as possible for years to come.

Chris’s hard work and dedication to con-
servation practices include installing water
control structures, irrigation pipeline, grated
pipe, concert ditches and land leveling on var-
ious sections of farm ground. His efforts have
set a strong example for a new generation of
farmers in Colorado.

| am pleased to join the East Otero Con-
servation District in recognizing Chris Tomky
as the 2013 Conservationist of the Year.

HONORING RYAN OWENS

HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 26, 2014

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, |
proudly pause to recognize Ryan Owens.
Ryan is a very special young man who has
exemplified the finest qualities of citizenship
and leadership by taking an active part in the
Boy Scouts of America, Troop 75, and earning
the most prestigious award of Eagle Scout.

Ryan has been very active with his troop,
participating in many scout activities. Over the
many years Ryan has been involved with
scouting, he has not only earned numerous
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably, Ryan
has become a Member of the Tribe of Mic-O—
Say. Ryan has also contributed to his commu-
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nity through his Eagle Scout project. Ryan
worked with First United Methodist Church of
Maryville, Missouri, to set up a perpetual com-
munity assistance program and completed
multiple projects as models for the program.

Mr. Speaker, | proudly ask you to join me in
commending Ryan Owens for his accomplish-
ments with the Boy Scouts of America and for
his efforts put forth in achieving the highest
distinction of Eagle Scout.

———

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY
OF REGGIE MOORE

HON. JERRY McNERNEY

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 26, 2014

Mr. MCNERNEY. Mr. Speaker, | ask my col-
leagues to join me in honoring the life and leg-
acy of Antioch’s first African-American city
council member, Reggie Moore.

Reggie’s tireless commitment to serving oth-
ers is an inspiration to me and the residents
of my district. First elected to the Antioch City
Council in 2006, Reggie quickly made his
mark by championing causes that would ben-
efit the city and its residents. He also started
Antioch’s annual Martin Luther King Day cele-
bration, which honors Dr. King’s work by pro-
moting volunteerism and by providing scholar-
ships for Antioch students.

Reggie worked tirelessly to improve the
lives of others, and he was a strong advocate
for labor and workers’ rights. Under his leader-
ship as President of the American Federation
of State, County and Municipal Employees
Local 444 from 2003 to 2007, Reggie fought
to improve working conditions and benefits for
the union’s employees.

As Black History Month comes to a close, |
ask my colleagues to join me in honoring the
memory of Reggie Moore—a trailblazer who
was deeply committed to the cause of improv-
ing the lives of his fellow citizens.

———————

IN RECOGNITION OF THE BROTH-
ERHOOD OF CHEFS FOR THEIR
COMMUNITY SERVICE TO THE
WYOMING VALLEY CHILDREN’S
ASSOCIATION

HON. MATT CARTWRIGHT

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 26, 2014

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor the Brotherhood of Chefs of
Northeastern Pennsylvania, who volunteered
their time and expertise to host the third an-
nual “Cooking for a Cause” event on February
24, 2014,

For the third year the Brotherhood of Chefs
has donated their culinary skills to help a num-
ber of nonprofit agencies whose mission is to
benefit children in need. Many of these organi-
zations rely on events, like “Cooking for
Cause,” to support their daily programming
costs and without their support might find the
need to scale back basic services to children
with special needs. An event like this offers an
opportunity for the entire community to come
together to celebrate and support many worthy
childhood development agencies. “Cooking for
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